	We need a new look at narrow BEE - Cronin

	South Africa needed to relook at its policy of narrow black economic empowerment (BEE), the SACP said yesterday. 

The party's deputy general secretary, Jeremy Cronin, said the party felt certain taboo questions needed to be asked in order to put the country on a new growth path. 

One of these was whether narrow BEE had helped create jobs. 

He questioned whether some businessmen who gained from BEE practices were really patriotic, in terms of what they contributed to job creation. 

Cronin said despite the fact that South Africa had a growing economy between 1994 and 2008, there had been a growing divergence in income levels and that divergence was racialised. 

"We need to step back and say why despite all of those measures - despite the 3 million RDP houses, despite moving social grant beneficiaries from just over 2 million in 1994 to over 11 million by 2008, why... do we have such yawning crisis levels of inequality and racialised inequality," he said. - Sapa 
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